Nichtregierungsorganisationen
gewinnen vor Gericht gegen
den franzosischen Staat
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Ein historischer Sieg - fir das
Klima!

Oxfam-Klimaexperte: Wichtiges Signal auch fiir andere
Regierungen, den Klimaschutz nicht langer schleifen zu lassen

Paris, Berlin, 03.02.2021. Der 3. Februar 2021 konnte als
wichtiger Meilenstein im Kampf gegen die Klimakrise in die
Geschichte eingehen. Heute verkiindete das Pariser
Verwaltungsgericht sein wegweisendes Urteil gegen den
franzosischen Staat: Er habe nicht ausreichend MaBnahmen
ergriffen, um die Klimaschutzziele Frankreichs zu erreichen.
Geklagt hatten mehrere Nichtregierungsorganisationen, darunter
Oxfam Frankreich. 2,34 Millionen Menschen hatten diese Klage
iiber eine Petition unterstiitzt — die groBte in der Geschichte
des Landes. Oxfams Klimaexperte Jan Kowalzig begriiBt das
Urteil und geht davon aus, dass es den Druck auch auf andere


https://www.ecopressblog.de/nichtregierungsorganisationen-gewinnen-vor-gericht-gegen-den-franzoesischen-staat/
https://www.ecopressblog.de/nichtregierungsorganisationen-gewinnen-vor-gericht-gegen-den-franzoesischen-staat/
https://www.ecopressblog.de/nichtregierungsorganisationen-gewinnen-vor-gericht-gegen-den-franzoesischen-staat/

Regierungen erhoht, in der Klimakrise nun schneller zu
handeln. Er kommentiert:

,Jedes Zogern und Zaudern beim Klimaschutz in Landern wie
Frankreich oder Deutschland tragt zur Zerstorung der
Lebensgrundlagen der Menschen bei — vor allem in den Landern
des Globalen Sudens. Mit diesem Urteil haben die Richter der
franzdosischen Regierung gehorig die Leviten gelesen! In einem
zweiten Schritt konnten sie nun verscharfte Malnahmen zur
Reduktion klimaschadlicher Treibhausgase anordnen. Das Urteil
ist auch ein Signal an andere Staaten, deren Regierungen sich
bislang in Fensterreden zum Pariser Abkommen bekennen, den
konkreten Klimaschutz aber immer wieder verwassern,
verschieben oder verhunzen — zulasten der Menschen im Globalen
Siiden, wo die Klimakrise Armut, Hunger und Ungleichheit weiter
verscharft.”

Hintergrund: Die Organisationen Oxfam Frankreich, Notre
Affaire a Tous, die Nicolas-Hulot-Stiftung und Greenpeace
Frankreich hatten den franzdsischen Staat Ende 2018 verklagt,
nachdem damals auch von offizieller Seite bestatigt worden
war, dass die bestehenden Klimaschutzziele wohl nicht erreicht
wlirden. Mit dem heutigen Urteil erklart das Pariser
Verwaltungsgericht diesen Umstand zu einem RechtsverstofS. Dem
Gericht zufolge sollen die klagenden Organisationen und die
franzosische Regierung nun versuchen, eine Einigung Uuber
zusatzliche Klimaschutzmallnahmen zu erzielen. Gelingt das
nicht, kann stattdessen das Gericht solche MaBnahmen anordnen.
Auch gegen Deutschland sind Klagen wegen des mangelhaften
Klimaschutzes anhangig, darunter Beschwerden beim Europaischen
Gerichtshof fir Menschenrechte und beim
Bundesverfassungsgericht.

Redaktionelle Informationen:

Interviews mit Jan Kowalzig, aber auch den franzdésischen
Kolleg*innen (in englischer oder franzdsischer Sprache) sind
moglich.
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Oxfam ist eine internationale Nothilfe- und
Entwicklungsorganisation, die weltweit Menschen mobilisiert,
um Armut aus eigener Kraft zu uberwinden. Dafur arbeiten im
Oxfam-Verbund 20 Oxfam-Organisationen Seite an Seite mit rund
3.500 lokalen Partnern in 67 Landern.

Mehr unter www.oxfam.de
Wednesday 3rd February 2021

NGOs win historic victory against French State for failing to
tackle climate change

e Court battle backed by 2.34 million people — largest
petition in French history

 Landmark case will pile pressure on other governments to act
faster

A landmark ruling today has found the French State at fault
for failing to take enough action to tackle the climate
crisis. The decision by the French court will serve as a
warning to other governments to do more to reduce carbon
emissions in line with their public commitments, said Oxfam
France, a plaintiff in the case.

In December 2018, Oxfam France, Notre Affaire a Tous, the
Nicolas Hulot Foundation and Greenpeace France launched a
legal action against the French State for failing to reduce
the country’s emissions fast enough to meet its commitments.
More than 2.3 million people signed a petition supporting the
action — the largest in French history.

It is the first time the French State has been taken to court
over 1its responsibility on climate change. Today’'s decision
leaves the government open to compensation claims from French



citizens who have suffered climate-related damage, and could
force it to take further steps to reduce its emissions.

Cécile Duflot, Executive Director of Oxfam France, said:
“Today’s decision 1is a historic victory for climate justice.
For the first time, a French court has ruled that the State
can be held responsible for its climate commitments. This sets
an important legal precedent and can be used by people
affected by the climate crisis to defend their rights. This is
a source of hope for the millions of French people who
demanded legal action, and for all of those who continue to
fight for climate justice around the world. It is also a
timely reminder to all governments that actions speak louder
than words.”

The ruling comes as many countries are preparing more
ambitious targets to reduce emissions, as required by the
Paris Agreement. Governments are due to meet in Scotland later
this year for the COP26 climate summit. Scientists and NGOs
say the targets already announced — known as Nationally
Determined Contributions — fall short of the cuts needed to
avoid catastrophic global warming.

The French government’s proposed climate law is, by its own
admission, not enough to achieve 1its target of cutting
emissions 40% by 2030. Even this target is not enough to put
the country on track to tackle the climate crisis, Oxfam
France said.

This decision also serves as a timely reminder to all European
governments and the European Commission to take their
international commitments seriously and to lead in the fight
against the climate crisis. The current EU climate target of a
55% cut to emissions is ambitious, but still falls short of
what is needed to keep global temperature rise below 1.5C.

The French State has two months to appeal the court’s
decision. While the four NGOs have asked the court to order



the State to take additional measures to fulfill its climate
commitments, the court decided to reserve its decision on this
point for later in the Spring, to allow for further
discussions between the French State and the NGOs.

Duflot said: “Following today’s breakthrough, we now hope the
courts will compel the Government to take further steps to
reduce emissions and ensure that France is living up to its
commitments.”

Oxfam launched the legal action because the climate crisis 1is
fueling poverty, hunger and inequality around the world. Often
it is the poorest countries that have contributed least to the
crisis that pay the highest price. In September 2020, Oxfam
revealed that the richest one percent of people produce more
than double the emissions of the poorest half of the world
population combined.

Ends
Notes to editors:

In December 2020, EU leaders agreed on a new EU emissions
reduction target of ‘at least 55%' below 1990 levels by 2030.
Oxfam estimates that cuts of more than 65% are needed for
Europe to contribute its fair share of global emissions cuts
needed to limit global heating to 1.5C.

This case in France follows a similar ruling in the
Netherlands in 2019, in which the Supreme Court ordered the
government to ramp up its emissions reduction target. There 1is
also a similar case coming up in a Belgian court to enforce
more ambitious climate policies. The number of climate
litigation cases has doubled since 2017, according to a recent
report by the UN Environment Program. As of July 2020, at
least 1,550 climate change cases had been filed in 38
countries.

Oxfam’s report in September 2020, Confronting Carbon
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Inequality, found that the richest one percent of the world’s
population are responsible for more than twice as much carbon
pollution as the poorest 3.1 billion people during a critical
25-year period of emissions growth.
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